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ASHN2027 Conference Update — Screens, Streams and Memes:
Humour in a Mediated World

331 Annual Conference of the Australasian Humour Studies
Research Network, 10-12 February 2027, RMIT University,

Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
Key Details

Call for Papers accessible here

Abstract submission opens: 1 June 2026

Deadline for consideration for a student scholarship: 31 August 2026
Deadline for submissions of abstracts: 30 September 2026

Submission: Proposals should be submitted by email to AHSN2027 @rmit.edu.au

Student scholarships

AHSN awards up to five scholarships in the form of conference registration fee-waivers for
research students enrolled for study primarily at Australian and Aotearoa/New Zealand
universities. These will be awarded based on the quality of proposals (as judged by reviewers
and AHSN2027 organising committee). Please note that in order to assist applicants in
planning their travel, the deadline for submission of these proposals is earlier than the general
closing date (see Important Dates above).

If you would like to be considered for the student scholarship, please indicate this on your
abstract submission.

Travel Notes


https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/ASHN2027-FINAL-CFP.pdf
mailto:AHSN2027@rmit.edu.au

In just eight short months you'll be arriving in Melbourne, so now is the perfect time to get
you in the mood for our great city. Melbourne was famously ranked

by The Economist from 2011 until 2017. However, things went downhill in 2018
and since then we’ve been beset by gang violence, curfews, fire-bombings, and latte sippers.
When traveling to Melbourne ensure you keep your eyes peeled for danger, and carry a keep
cup.

It seems didn't get the memo about Melbourne's slide from grace, naming it the
world's best city in 2026. Helping us clinch the top prize were our world class sporting events,
the Australian Open, the F1 Australian Grand Prix, AFL Grand Final and the cricket Boxing
Day Test, all of which you will be missing during your stay. Fear not however, as Melbourne's
title was predominantly won due to the prevalence of our top-notch arts and culture, and food
scenes. Both of which are operating at maximum efficiency during February.

Our conference will be held in RMIT University in the heart of the CBD. There are of course
many suitable hotels nearby (fear not grad students, hostels also abound). If you’re looking
for a quieter neighbourhood, the trendy suburbs of Fitzroy and Carlton are a short tram ride
away, as is the bougie yet quaint East Melbourne. Like many great cities Melbourne is divided
by a river, which provides a natural barrier between North and South. It can be difficult to
remember the cultural differences between the two but a good rule of thumb is that south of
the river people are sophisticated, charming, and delightful, while those north of the river are
barbarians. Our conference and the abovementioned neighbourhoods are all northside, so if
you require your hotel to be surrounded by pilates studios, Porsche SUVs and tiny fluffy dogs,
I’'d recommend securing accommodation in the nearby and aptly named South Yarra. We
can’t wait to see you here, and aggressively provide our coffee recommendations in person.
Until then do reach out if you require any further travel assistance!

The AHSN 2027 Organising Committee
Mark Gibson — RMIT University

Bradley J. Dixon — RMIT University

Suchi Chowdhury — RMIT University

Kyle Harvey — Monash University

Jacob Sacher — Monash University

Mitchell Alexander — Monash University



https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/global-liveability-index-2025/
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/global-liveability-index-2025/
https://www.timeout.com/travel/best-cities-2026

Left to right, up to down: Mark, Bradley, Suchi, Kyle, Jacob, Mitchell

Enquires: AHSN2027@rmit.edu.au

Member’s News

Pioneering AHSN Member (and Fellow in the Order of the Jess-
ters) Carmen Moran Reports on Teaching Humour Studies

Carmen writes:

| am now an adjunct professor at Charles Sturt University and since semi-retirement | have
continued to present my research at AHSN conferences. In 2026 | have taken a new tack
and presented a course entitled ‘Let’'s Study Humour’ at the University of Third Age (U3A)
Southern Highlands.


mailto:AHSN2027@rmit.edu.au

Teaching humour studies is not new for me. At UNSW in the 1990s, | presented for several
years short general studies courses on ‘The Biopsychosocial Study of Humour’. Some of our
esteemed AHSN members contributed to this course.

My current venture is a U3A (University of the Third Age) course which is different in that it is
presented to other retirees like myself. While it adopts my accustomed biopsychosocial
framework, this is now mixed with a more open approach to the relevance of these theories
-- or otherwise -- to specific jokes, cartoons and verbal plays on words. As a result, it is a
course which offers theories of humour mixed with open discussion and much laughter in
class participation. There is even ‘homework’. There are some points of difference in
presenting this course to U3A participants rather than to undergraduate students, but both
are aimed the importance of research, while furthering the importance of humour for us as
individuals and for understanding our 21st century world through a retrospective look at
humour. | hope to discuss this more at our AHSN conference in 2027 and look forwards to
responses and feedback from my fellow AHSN’ers when we are all at RMIT once more this
coming February.

In the meantime, if you would like any further information about my courses on the
biopsychosocial study of humour, please do not hesitate to contact me at:
c.moran@unswalumni.com

Eds: As far as we are aware, Carmen’s 1990s teaching at UNSW was the first to be offered
in Australia. Congratulations, Carmen! Please keep up the good work.

AHSN Member Angelina Hurley’s Thesis Available Online

Angelina Hurley writes:

Dr Angelina Hurley (Gooreng Gooreng, Mununijali, Birriah and Gamilaraay)’s doctoral thesis.
Reconciliation Rescue: An Original Blak Comedy Series and Aboriginal Cultural Perspectives
on Humour, is now accessible publicly through Griffith University's Research Repository.


mailto:c.moran@unswalumni.com

Combining creative practice and critical research, Dr Hurley's work positions Blak humour as
a powerful form of truth-telling, resistance and cultural continuity, challenging the notion that
humour is merely entertainment. The thesis includes the original television comedy series
Reconciliation Rescue alongside an exploration of Aboriginal cultural perspectives on
humour.

To celebrate this achievement, Angelina will present a live reading from Reconciliation
Rescue at the Creative Arts Research Institute's (CARI) Un/Bound Festival at Griffith
University Logan Campus on Friday 14 August.

Read the thesis online: https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/items/304 10fa6-f8d8-47 3f-
8f40-869d4d81f51c

Eds: Congratulations, Angelina!
Thanks,

Angelina

Dr Angelina Hurley

Research Fellow, Creative Arts Research Institute (CARI), Griffith University
E: a.hurley@griffith.edu.au

Introducing a Humour in Education Scholar

Chloé Grace Fogarty-Bourget
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Chloé writes:

| am an Assistant Professor in the Teaching Stream in the School of Linguistics and
Language Studies at Carleton University in Ottawa, Canada, where | teach in Applied
Linguistics and Discourse Studies. | am a multimodal discourse analyst whose work brings
together interests in writing, multimodality, and university teaching and learning.

In my teaching, | work with students in courses on academic and professional writing,
discourse analysis, and intercultural communication. In these courses, we investigate
humour, laughter, and joke-telling as multimodal interactional practices situated in and
shaped by nested social, cultural, historical, and geographical contexts. Through a range of
discourse analytic methods, my students and | have examined humour from critical,
multimodal, and intercultural perspectives.

My research has focused on student engagement in university lecturing in face-to-face
teaching contexts. | am interested in the ways that educators draw on a repertoire of
multimodal strategies to direct, focus, and sustain students’ attention. Most recently, my
published work has focused on strategies used by educators to make particular actions
salient or attention-catching to students, and on the ways that different teaching technologies
shape student-instructor interaction. As a multimodal linguist, | am fascinated by the complex
and often subtle cues used to make meaning in interaction, including gesture, facial display,
gaze directionality, writing, text, image, speech, and silence. | am particularly interested in
humour, including joke-telling and personal asides, used as part of teaching practice to
facilitate student engagement in the classroom.

During my sabbatical year as a visiting scholar in the School of Management at Victoria
University of Wellington in Aotearoa New Zealand, | was delighted to attend the 32nd
Australasian Humour Studies Network Conference. The fantastic range of research
presented there offered new perspectives that will inform my teaching in discourse analysis
and intercultural communication and encouraged me to think further about the connections
between humour studies and the scholarship of teaching and learning from a multimodal
perspective. | would be very happy to connect with scholars working on humour, laughter,
and joke-telling in the areas of teaching and learning or intercultural communication. | can be
contacted at

Eds: Welcome to the AHSN Chloé! It was a pleasure to meet you at Wellington and looking
forward to seeing you at future conferences.



mailto:chloegracefogartybou@cunet.carleton.ca

Call for Papers

Laughter Workshop 2027
Date: 02-Apr-2027 - 03-Apr-2027
Location: Saarland, Germany

Linguistic Field(s): Applied Linguistics; Clinical Linguistics; Language Acquisition;
Phonetics; Pragmatics

We are delighted to invite submissions for the next edition of the Laughter Workshop, which
will take place at Saarland University (Germany) on 2—3 April 2027.

We welcome extended abstracts (2 pages of text + 1 page for references and figures)
reporting completed studies and/or substantial work-in-progress related to laughter and other
non-verbal vocalisations in both spoken and signed languages.

Research themes include (but are not limited to):

¢ Atrticulation, acoustics and perception

e Gesture, sign, facial expressions and other bodily behaviour
¢ Interaction and pragmatics

o Affective and evaluative meanings

e Social perception and organization

e Disfluency

e Technology applications

Previous editions have featured work in Conversation Analysis, Discourse Analysis,
Pragmatics, Psycholinguistics, Phonetics, Gesture Studies, Computer Science, Human-
Robot and Human-Machine Interaction, Forensic Speech Science, Psychology,
Sociolinguistics, L2 Learning, and Health and Clinical Applications.

Important Dates:
e Call for papers opens: 1 September 2026
e Submission deadline: 23 November 2026

¢ Notification of outcomes: 18 January 2027

Further information on the submission format, templates, and submission platform will be
announced during the summer.

Organising Committee:
Marina N. Cantarutti (University of York, UK)



Loulou Kosmala (Université Paris-Est Créteil, France)
Jurgen Trouvain (Saarland University, Germany)

For enquiries:

Website:

Indie Press Looking for Books about Laughter
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Tithebarn Press was founded in 2025 by Simon Bates, a former Routledge Commissioning
Editor. Our aim is to publish books written to scholarly standards, but which are accessible
to non-specialist readers. Instead of organising our books by traditional academic subjects,
we take a more thematic approach, opening us up to work that may be hard to place within
a single discipline. One of the Themes we are looking to publish books about is “Laughter”,
which we’d love to come at from as wide a range of approaches as possible.

What are we looking for?

Comparative and single-study readings of comic, humorous and satirical texts;
Studies on the social function of laughter and humour;

Engagements with debates about the ethics or political impact of comedy;
Investigations of humour in different cultural, historical or geographic contexts;
Anything else we haven’t mentioned here, but which is concerned with laughter,
humour, or satire.

What do we offer?

e Personalised editing from content discussions all the way through to copy-editing
and proof-reading;
Formal peer review at proposal stage;
Rapid production — our first book went from manuscript to paperback in under two
months;


mailto:lw2027@googlegroups.com
https://sites.google.com/york.ac.uk/lw2027/home

e Paperback books at reasonable (we think) prices;
e Focussed and dedicated promotional efforts (we need to sell books so we can eat).

If you'’re interested, get in touch at

You can also find out more here:

Also, we’ve just published our first book (under our “Power” theme), so you can see an
example of what we can do here: including a free chapter and a video
interview with the author.

Invitation from the author to comment on an online
academic parody MS

Reviewing A Student’s Guide to Literature Examinations
Dear AHSN members,

| have been graciously given the opportunity to post an invitation here for reviewing my
manuscript, the now-infamous A Student’s Guide to Literature Examinations. Some of you
might have received a personal email from me, and | remain sincerely grateful for all feedback
and corrections sent my way. The current text is at version 24.1, which hopefully has
cleansed itself of all bad follies and kept only the good ones! All stupidity inside are mine, and
| added some more in since my last round of emails. As could be apparent by now, the
manuscript is partly written as an extended play on the quintessential academic form — that
of literature examinations — which | hope serves a constructive commentatory (if not
celebratory) function upon this familiar institution. Prepare to revisit this nostalgic form that is
an old bottle filled in new wine — and | really hope you like the wine!


mailto:proposals@tbarnpress.com
http://tbarnpress.com/
http://tbarnpress.com/books

Most of the contents of this book are worked by hand, by which | mean a very physical
process of highlighting interesting verse or paragraphs on paper, before tassellating them
together to make new plays or poems bearing the same old names. | don’t want to give away
too much in a preface like this, but you could safely know that there are also ample “oldies”
(e.g. from Wordsworth’s The Prelude) simply presented as they are, with only minimal
embellishments to bring out the character and flavour of the text. Please see the actual
foreword in the manuscript (over here — very long URL incoming! -

) for more information! A

QR code to the same link is also available in the following:

QR Code to A Student’s Guide to Literature Examinations

A highly respectable indie publisher in the UK actually wanted to put this curiosity into print,
but | have decided that it shall instead hover facelessly forever on the wilderness of the
internet with no monetary compensation, for nonsense should be free for everyone — even
as a bad analogy falls from the bed of truth and, tirelessly striving, still stretches out its
determined arms for the comfortable pillow. That’s all | have; please enjoy a picture of Piglet,
much handsomer than whatever my face can offer!

From: Peaseblossom Mustardseed



https://www.lulu.com/shop/peaseblossom-mustardseed/a-students-guide-to-literature-examinations/ebook/product-zmkvz2p.html?page=1&pageSize=4
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The Humour Studies Digest
The Australasian Humour Studies Network (AHSN)
‘We put the “U” back into “HUMOUR”Y’

Send your Digest Submissions to our Editor, Geoffrey Lee at:
geoffrey.lee1@sydney.edu.au,

...or to our veteran Co-Editor Jessica at Jessica.davis@svdneyv.edu.au.

To Subscribe or unsubscribe, visit the AHSN Web site at http://ahsnhumourstudies.org/
Follow us on our social media sites.
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