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AHSN2027 Conference Update

Dear AHSN-ers,

We are writing this short update on the AHSN2027 conference from a warm start to Spring
in Melbourne and hoping this finds you well, wherever you are reading this from.

Call for Papers

A brief reminder that the will close on 30 September 2026. Proposals should
be submitted by email to

Registration
is now open.

All attendees and presenters at the conference must register in order to attend, including
scholarship winners who should use the option marked "Scholarship holder". Our AHSN
conferences are self-funding and registration fees are our sole source of income. The fee
includes lunch and morning and afternoon teas for each day of the conference as well as
room hire and technical support.

Early bird (closes 31 Dec 2026)

e Full (waged/faculty) AUD380
e Concession (unwaged/student) AUD280

Late (from 1 Jan 2027)


https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/ASHN2027-FINAL-CFP.pdf
mailto:AHSN2027@rmit.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/au/event/1642117

e Full (waged/faculty) AUD430
e Concession (unwaged/student) AUD330

Travel and accommodation information

The conference will be held at RIMIT University in Melbourne

Travel information for visitors can be found here and here. Trams are free in the city centre.

Some accommodation options are listed in the August 2026 AHSN Digest.

We are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible in Melbourne in February!

.

Me vibing in Melbourne- four seasons
inoneday, Early morning cold &,
afternoon warm &,
then suddenly windy and rainy
y ~ one city, one mood =

A lighthearted preview of the weather you can expect in Melbourne! Eds: To play the video,
click the thumbnail and allow access!

AHSN 2027 Committee

Mark Gibson — RMIT University
Bradley J. Dixon — RMIT University
Suchi Chowdhury — RMIT University
Kyle Harvey — Monash University
Jacob Sacher — Monash University
Mitchell Alexander — Monash University


https://maps.app.goo.gl/C9ExrpV52HtSsgUh6
https://www.visitvictoria.com/practical-information/getting-here-and-around/public-transport
https://transport.vic.gov.au/news-and-resources/campaigns/tap-and-go
https://au.trip.com/guide/transport/free-tram-zone-melbourne.html#yeq9eu
https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/AHSN-August-Digest-4.0.pdf
https://unisydneyedu-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/glee2081_uni_sydney_edu_au/IQCLaQ4SosjLRKH0xt2-U4ahAQBxwxgnWszM6Rf82d7ACVY?e=nbZNSP

For all information contact Mark Gibson:

New AHSN Let’s Get Into It Podcast Episode Out Now

Episode 2: Taking Humour Seriously with Jessica Milner Davis

Let’s Get
Into It

Ep2 Taking Humour Seriously
with Jessica Milner Davis

Episode Description

, we get into the life, wisdom, and decades of scholarship of one Jessica Milner
Davis.

Jessica is a world-renowned scholar of humour studies and editor of multiple volumes on
satire across cultures. She's the founding convenor of the Australasian Humour Studies
Network. Her work on humour spans half a century. Her PhD thesis on 'FARCE', submitted
to the UNSW online archive, can be found here.

She also features prominently in the

Your hosts for this episode are Ben Nickl and Beatriz Carbajal Carrera. Ben works on
technologies of humour, like laughter, and is the Research Director for the AHSN. Beatriz is
a linguist who specialises in humour and language pedagogy, and she holds the role of AHSN
Book Review Editor.

Member’s New Publications


mailto:mark.gibson2@rmit.edu.au
https://open.spotify.com/episode/2MGpTXp726UuafMCZs2Af9?si=FRIn3dSWQ1WegetE7eVXag
https://unsworks.unsw.edu.au/entities/publication/5820a715-7083-4c7c-9966-f1807a980d8f
https://www.celebratingwomen.unsw.edu.au/profile/jessica-milner

Beatriz Carbajal-Carrera (2026). Representations of Madrid’s collective identity traversed by
humour in M21 Magazine. Journal of Graphic Novels & Comics, 1-22.

Alex Cothren. (2026). The original victim in satire. Comedy Studies, 17 (2), 371-387.
4

Geoffrey Lee and Zoe Li. (2026). V-comedy — the performance of jokes by virtual live
streamers. Comedy Studies, 1-19.

Matilda Knowles. (2026). Review of “The Cambridge Companion to stand-up comedy”, edited
by Oliver Double. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2025. Comedy Studies, 1-5.

Angus J. McLachlan (2026). Laughter as a part of speech. Journal for the Theory of Social
Behaviour, 56 (1), 1-14.

Massih Zekavat (2026). Cartooning in the Anthropocene: Drawing environmental degradation
under capitalism. European Journal of Humour Research, 14 (1), 19-38.

Calls for Papers

Twentieth Annual Conference of the Lighthearted Philosophers
Society

Indianapolis, Indiana, October 9-10, 2026

The Lighthearted Philosophers Society will hold its annual conference at the Kurt Vonnegut
Museum and Library in Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 9 and 10, 2026. The LPS welcomes
submissions on topics related to humor and laughter and humorous philosophical works.
Submissions can come in the form of full papers suitable for presentation and comments in
under an hour, roughly 3000 words. Extended abstract submissions are accepted (roughly
750-1000 words) as well as panel discussions (300-word descriptions and list of panelists).
The submission deadline was June 15, 2026, and submissions could be uploaded via the
LPS submission link here. For more information, contact

or visit the LPS website at

Fortieth Conference of the Association for Applied and
Therapeutic Humor


https://doi.org/10.1080/21504857.2026.2674109
https://doi.org/10.1080/2040610X.2025.2512674
https://doi.org/10.1080/2040610X.2026.2716993
https://doi.org/10.1080/2040610X.2026.2692773
https://doi.org/10.1111/jtsb.70024
https://doi.org/10.7592/EJHR.2025.13.3.1132
mailto:lighthearted.philosophers@gmail.com
https://www.lightheartedphilosophers.com/

Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 1-4, 2027

The theme of the 40th AATH Conference is The Humor Effect: How Humor Helps Heal,
Connect, and Grow. The 2027 Conference will include daily keynote addresses and breakout
sessions, and the call for proposals deadline is September 15, 2026. ISHS members can
receive a 10% discount on registration using the code, ISHS27. For more information and to
submit a proposal, visit the AATH Conference page at

“Surreal humour”

International symposium at Cerisy-la-Salle, Normandy, France,
June 2-6, 2027

Editors’ Note for AHSN’ers: If submitting a proposal, we suggest you enquire whether
presentation in English is permitted.

Paper proposals (250 words) accompanied by a postal address and a bio-bibliographic note
should be sent to Pierre Taminiaux: and Jérbme Duwa:
before September 15, 2026.

Among André Breton’s most unique works is his Anthology of Black Humour, which
demonstrated the important role played by humour in the literary and artistic inspiration of the
surrealist movement. This symposium will thus study the different facets of this humour.

First of all, we will emphasize its existential nature, that is, humour as a mode of survival,
self-preserving in the face of chaos and the absurd. In this sense, humour reflects the
anxieties of the surrealist writer and artist. Next, we will focus on the socio-political dimension
of humour in surrealism. From this perspective, it reveals a radically critical and subversive
attitude towards the authorities and established powers. The Anthology of Black Humour was
thus banned in 1940 by the Vichy government.

We will also pay particular attention to its linguistic component, as surrealist humour implies
a playful attitude towards language and the frequent use of puns. In this regard, the works of
Charles Fourier and Alfred Jarry will be taken into special consideration, since they influenced
surrealism and its rebellious spirit.

We will also highlight the transgressive nature of surrealist humour, which defies traditional
moral codes and often expresses the unconscious desires of the writer or artist. Humour must
therefore be seen as a fundamental mode of liberation from social norms of behaviour.

Finally, we will analyze its aesthetic meaning, that is to say the role that humour plays,
specifically in surrealist art. This is one of its most original aspects and differs from the
tradition and spirit of Western art since the Greeks. For surrealist art humour in many ways


https://www.aath.org/humor-conference-2027
https://www.aath.org/humor-conference-2027
mailto:taminiap@georgetown.edu
mailto:jerome.duwa@wanadoo.fr

implies an attitude of self-deprecation of the artist which is both conceptual and poetic in
nature. It also leads to the expression of an aesthetic relativism that was developed after the
Second World War by other avant-garde movements, including Fluxus. Humour, therefore,
forces us to question the identity works of art and their privileged status in Western culture.
On this point, Marcel Duchamp's influence was decisive.

We will primarily host papers devoted to the surrealism of European and extra-European
cultures, but also comparative studies between Dadaist and surrealist humour as well as
communications that analyze the influence of surrealist humour on avant-garde movements
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