
 

 

AHSN Digest – January 2026 

 

Updates and Happy New Year from the 2026 AHSN 
Conference Organising Committee 

The turn of the year brings us approximately one month away from the 32nd Australasian 

Humour Studies Network Conference. We are happy to report a high number of papers this 

year, and we have just finished a draft of the schedule for the three days. You will see that 

the concurrent sessions each have three papers to choose from – the themes are intentional 

but we also encourage you to swap rooms between papers to suit your preferences. 

Fortunately, the physical space has all three rooms located along the same hall, so traveling 

among rooms will be relatively painless. We will however be one hooter short, so we hope 

that some of the panel chairs are ready to do their best duck impression. On that note, you 

may receive an email from Lydia asking you to be a chair for a session – consider it an honour 

rather than a burden! 

Anyhow, you should find a draft of the schedule with this announcement (Eds: the draft 

schedule has been made available on the AHSN website here) – please review it and send 

any corrections or other requests our way. We are planning on a standard 20 minutes 

presentation/10 minutes Q&A, and have layered most events before or after a tea break or 

lunch, so you should be well sated and quenched throughout.  

As for the practicals, for those few who haven’t yet done it, please remember to register at 

the AHSN events website below. You must be registered in order to present and attend the 

conference.  

Also, IMPORTANT for TRAVELERS: take this time to look up what you need to do for an 

NZETA, as you might not be able to board your flight until you have one!: 

https://www.immigration.govt.nz/visas/new-zealand-electronic-travel-authority-nzeta/ 

https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/AHSN2026_DraftSchedule.pdf
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/visas/new-zealand-electronic-travel-authority-nzeta/


You will also need to complete a New Zealand Travel Declaration – you can complete one 

digitally starting 24 hours before your flight to New Zealand: 

https://www.travellerdeclaration.govt.nz/ The main benefit is that you get to politely decline 

the paper card from the flight attendant and smugly walk past all the people scrambling to fill 

one out at the arrival airport.  

New Zealand is also big on biosecurity – which means there is strict control on bringing in 

food/animal items. You can get fined if you try to smuggle in an orange, so resist the 

temptation and chuck it in the bin (or eat it). 

And now for a reveal! You will be happy to know we had an actual artist make a logo for us 

(we didn’t use AI!). We even paid them for their time! (full credits will be in the final program). 

The logo incorporates aspects of AHSN, Victoria University of Wellington, and New Zealand 

(sans laser kiwi). You’ll get a goody with the logo when you arrive.  

 

From the AHSN2026 Conference Committee 

Dr Stephen Skalicky, Victoria University of Wellington 

Assoc./Prof. Nicholas Holm, Massey University, Wellington 

Lydia N. C. Chan, Victoria University of Wellington 

General Inquiries: stephen.skalicky@vuw.ac.nz 

Website: https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/annual-conference/ 
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Update on AHSN Book Reviews 

Over the last few years, AHSN has been developing close collaboration with the European 

Journal of Humor Research in the preparation of book review. This collaboration allows us to 

cover a broad diversity of humour research books by sharing monographs and edited 

volumes across different geographical locations and areas of expertise. In addition, it ensures 

the best possible coverage of specialised reviewers for the increasingly wide range of humour 

research-related books. We are delighted with this collaboration that connects humour 

knowledge and experts. And we are pleased to say that AHSN-nominated reviewers are now 

appearing with great regularity in the pages of the EJHR. Besides the book reviews published 

in collaboration with EJHR, AHSN publishes some of its reviews in the AHSN Digest. These 

book reviews are typically works that have already been assigned a reviewer by EJHR and 

that go through a separate review by an AHSN expert. A comprehensive list of all our book 

reviews can be found in our AHSN website.  

More information on this last stage of AHSN book reviews will be reported at the annual 

review meeting of the AHSN Board and Review Panel at the upcoming AHSN Conference in 

Wellington in February. If you are thinking what may be your next long read in Humour 

Studies, perhaps some of the book reviews below may help you decide! 

From Beatriz Carbajal-Carrera, AHSN Book Review Editor 

 

The following book reviews were commissioned by the AHSN in collaboration with The 

European Journal of Humour Research. They were published in the Journal and are listed 

here in chronological order. 

Skalicky, Stephen. 2025. Book review: Priego-Valverde, Béatrice (Ed.) (2024). Interactional 

Humor: Multimodal Design and Negotiation. De Gruyter Mouton. Reviews. European 

Journal of Humour Research, Vol. 13, 4, 204-206. 

https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1160/899
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1160/899


Nickl, Benjamin. 2025. Book review: Casadei, Delia (2024). Risible: Laughter without Reason 

and the Reproduction of Sound. University of California Press. European Journal of 

Humour Research, Vol 13, 3, 327–331. 

Edwards, Fergus. 2024. Book review: Condren, Conal (2023). Between Laughter and Satire: 

Aspects of the Historical Study of Humour. Palgrave Macmillan. European Journal of 

Humour Research, Vol 12, 4, 323–326. 

Scully, Richard. 2024. Book review: Slater, Stefan and David Macfadyen (2023). The Political 

Cartoons of Derso and Kelen: Years of Hope and Despair. Lund Humphries. European 

Journal of Humour Research, Vol 12, 4, 316–319. 

Shores, M.W. 2024. Book review: Suzuki, Shige (CJ) and Ronald Stewart (2023). Manga: A 

Critical Guide. Bloomsbury Academic. European Journal of Humour Research, Vol 12, 

1, 260–263. 

Rolfe, Mark. 2024. Book review: Derrin, Daniel & Hannah Burrows (eds.) (2020). The 

Palgrave Handbook of Humour, History, and Methodology. Springer. European 

Journal of Humour Research, Vol 12, 1, 264–267. 

Mullan, Kerry. 2024. Book review: Mpofu, Shepherd (ed.) (2021). Digital Humour in the Covid-

19 Pandemic: Perspectives from the Global South. Palgrave Macmillan. European 

Journal of Humour Research, Vol 12, 1, 277–280. 

Arab, Reza. 2023. Book review: Thielemann, Nadine (2020). Understanding Conversational 

Joking: A Cognitive-pragmatic Study Based on Russian Interactions. John Benjamins. 

European Journal of Humour Research, Vol 11, 4, 128-132. 

Fiadotava, Anastasiya. 2023. Book review: Zekavat, Massih, and Tabea Scheel (2023). 

Satire, Humor, and Environmental Crisis. Routledge. European Journal of Humour 

Research, Vol 11, 4, 120-123. 

Murphy, Marty. 2023. Book review: Gray, Josephine, and Lisa Trahair (eds.) (2022). Second 

Nature: Comic Performance and Philosophy. Rowman & Littlefield. European Journal 

of Humour Research, Vol 11, 4, 104-107. 

Milner Davis, Jessica. 2023. Book review. M.W. Shores (2021). The Comic Storytelling of 

Western Japan: Satire and Social Mobility in Kamigata Rakugo. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. European Journal of Humour Research, Vol 11, 2, 178-

180. 

The following book reviews were commissioned by the AHSN. They appeared the AHSN 

Digest and are listed here in chronological order. 

Chey, Jocelyn. 2023. Book review: Su Shi, Lu Cai, Tu Benjun, and translated by Elizabeth 

Smithrosser (2023). The Misadventures of Master Mugwort: A Joke Book from 

Imperial China. Oxford University Press. 

McLachlan, Angus. 2023. Book review: Elisa Gironzetti (2022). The Multimodal Performance 

of Conversational Humor. Figurative Thought and Language, No. 13. xix+235pp. 

Amsterdam & New York: John Benjamins. ISBN 9789027210999 Ebook: 

9789027257857 https://benjamins.com/catalog/ftl.13. 

Rawlings, David. 2023. Book review: Roald Dijkstra and Paul van der Velde, (eds.) (2022). 

Humour in the Beginning: Religion, humour and laughter in formative stages of 

https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1148/882
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1148/882
https://c83www.europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1029/823
https://c83www.europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1029/823
https://c83www.europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1023/821
https://c83www.europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/1023/821
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/903/765
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/903/765
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/912/766
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/912/766
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/913/769
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/913/769
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/872/749
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/876/747
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/876/747
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/874/744
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/874/744
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/828/718
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/article/view/828/718
https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/HSD_BR_SMITHROSSER.pdf
https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/HSD_BR_GIRONZETTI.pdf
https://benjamins.com/catalog/ftl.13
https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/wp-content/uploads/HSD_BR_DIJSTRA-AND-VAN-DER-VELDE.pdf


Christianity, Islam, Buddhism and Judaism. Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John 

Benjamins. ISBN (hardcover): 978-90-272-1153-8 ISBN (eBook): 978-90-272-5746-8. 

Musa, Helen. 2023. Book review: Michael Ewans, (ed.) (2020). A Cultural History of Comedy 

in Antiquity. Vol. 1 in A Cultural History of Comedy, (eds.) Andrew Stott and Eric Weitz. 

London: Bloomsbury Academic. 227pp. ISBN (hardcover): 978-1-3500- 0071-1; ISBN 

(hardcover set): 978-1-3500-0082-7. 

Brady, Jacci. 2022. Book review: Justine Sless. (2022). Mistress of Mirth’s Comedy Tour. 

North Melbourne: Australian Scholarly Publishing. ISBN: 978-1-922-669-37-7.  

Zekavat, Massih. 2022. Book review: Benjamin Nickl. 2021. Turkish German Muslims and 

Comedy Entertainment: Settling into Mainstream Culture in the 21st Century. Leuven: 

Leuven University Press. 215 pp. ISBN (Paperback): 9789462702387. ISBN (ePDF): 

9789461663412. ISBN (ePUB): 9789461663429. DOI: 10.11116/9789461663412.  

Knowles, Til. 2021. Book review: Huw Marsh. 2020. The Comic Turn in Contemporary 

English Fiction: Who’s Laughing Now? London: Bloomsbury. 256pp. ISBN 

(Hardcover): 9781474293037 ISBN (Paperback): 9781350249387 (eBook): 

9781474293044. 

Rawlings, David. 2021. Book review: Madelijn Strick and Thomas E. Ford, eds. 2021. The 

Social Psychology of Humor: Current Issues in Social Psychology. London and New 

York: Routledge. ISBN (Hardcover): 9780367487195 ISBN (Paperback): 

9780367487188 ISBN (eBook): 9781003042440. 

Mullan, Kerry. 2021. Book review: John Rucynski Jr. and Caleb Prichard, eds. 2020. Bridging 

the Humor Barrier: Humor Competency Training in English Language Teaching. 

London: Lexington Books. 300 pp. ISBN (Hardcover): 9781498592000 ISBN 

(Paperback): 9781498592024 ISBN (eBook): 9781498592017. 

Ewans, Michael. 2021. Book review: Marcus Tullius Cicero and Michael Fontaine (trans). 

2021. How to Tell a Joke: An Ancient Guide to the Art of Humor. Ancient Wisdom for 

Modern Readers Series. Princeton; Oxford: Princeton University Press. 328pp. ISBN 

(Hardcover): 9780691206165 ISBN (eBook): 9780691211077 DOI: 

10.2307/j.ctv160btp8. 

Scully, Richard. 2021. Book review: Frederick Luis Aldama, ed. 2018. Comics Studies Here 

and Now. New York, Abingdon: Routledge. 364+pp. 36 figures. ISBN (Hardback): 

9781138498976 ISBN (Paperback): 9780367590703 ISBN (eBook): 9781351015271. 

DOI: 10.4324/9781351015271. 
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Call for Papers, Panels and Roundtables 

International Society for Humour Studies (ISHS) 

 

The Conference Co-Convenors have announced the opening of the Call for ISHS 2026. 

Please visit the conference website for all details and deadlines: https://ishs2026.org/. The 

same information is available via Instagram (ishs2026) and other social media will follow. 

Hoping to hear from as many humour scholars around the globe as possible and see you all 

in Brazil in July 2026!  

Best wishes and happy holidays, 

João and Viktor, Conference Co-Convenors 

João Paulo Capelotti holds the degrees of PhD (2016) and Master of Laws (2012) from the 

Federal University of Paraná (UFPR), Brazil. He received his degree in law at the University 

of the State of São Paulo (Unesp), campus Franca, and is a member of the International 

Society for Humor Studies and the International Society for Luso-Hispanic Humor Studies. 

He has published several articles on the intersection between humor and the law, as well as 

a book chapter (in Judges, Judging and Humour, ed. Jessica Milner Davis & Sharyn Roach 

Anleu, 2014) and a monograph in Portuguese (O humor e os limites da liberdade de 

expressão: teoria e jurisprudência). He is a practicing lawyer in Curitiba, Brazil. 

https://ishs2026.org/


 

Viktor Chagas is an associate professor in the Department of Media and Cultural Studies 

and a researcher in the Graduate Program in Communication at Fluminense Federal 

University. He holds a productivity fellowship from the Brazilian National Council for Scientific 

and Technological Development (CNPq) and a young scholar fellowship from the Carlos 

Chagas Filho Foundation for Research Support of the State of Rio de Janeiro (Faperj). He is 

an associate member of the Brazilian National Institute of Science and Technology for Digital 

Democracy (INCT.dd) and was a visiting fellow at the Federal University of Bahia. He holds 

a PhD in History, Politics, and Cultural Assets from the Contemporary Brazilian History 

Research and Documentation Center at the Getulio Vargas Foundation (Cpdoc-FGV). He 

conducts research at the intersection of digital and political cultures with a particular focus on 

humour and democracy, far-right studies, disinformation, and hate speech. He is the leader 

of the Research Laboratory for Communication, Political Cultures and Economies of 

Collaboration (coLAB/UFF) and the founder and director of the #MUSEUdeMEMES 

(#MEMEmuseum) project. 

 

____________________________________________________ 



CALL FOR PAPERS 

One-day symposium « Laughing Matters » (OVALE, junior lab 
affiliated with VALE, Voix Anglophones Littérature et Esthétique 

(UR 4085), Sorbonne Université) organized by Lisa Bertucco, 
Agathe Faucourt, Aurélien Gérard and Adèle Hoareau. 

June 26th, 2026, Maison de la Recherche (28 rue Serpente, 
75006 Paris), Amphi Molinié 

Key Details 

Abstract: 300 words + 150 words author bio note 

Deadline for submission: February 15th 2026. 

Notification sent to potential participants: March 16th 2026. 

This study day is intended for early-career researchers and PhD candidates. Presentations, 

in French or English, will last twenty minutes. Please note that a selection of articles could 

be published in Sillages Critiques after completing the editing process for publication. 

Contact: laboratoire.ovale@gmail.com 

 

Symposium Information 

More often than not, literature is considered to be no “laughing matter”. Traditionally, scholars 

and critics have approached the written word with such gravitas as to imply that humor and 

comedy are secondary concerns, if not outright distractions from more serious “matters”. The 

mailto:laboratoire.ovale@gmail.com


participial adjective “laughing” highlights the dynamic nature of laughter as an active, visceral 

response—an immediate and bodily engagement with humor and comedy within the text. 

Laughing is a physiological manifestation of a psychological state. While the mechanisms 

behind laughter—such as the release of tension or the activation of various neural 

pathways— have become clearer, the precise reason for laughter resists a unified and 

exhaustive theory, as suggested by the plural form of “matters”. 

As the two-year seminar series led by Sorbonne Université’s VALE (Voix Anglophones: 

Littérature et Esthétique – UR 4085) PhD candidates draws to a close, this one-day 

symposium will examine how literary works engage with laughing matters, their implications, 

and the way they operate. Laughter comes in various shapes – nervous, mocking, political, 

self-deprecating, genuine etc. –within the same work. This one-day symposium encourages 

a large diversity of approach: all English-speaking cultural and linguistic areas are welcome, 

as are all artistic forms –literature, cinema, music, etc. They may focus, though not 

exclusively, on the following areas of research: 

• Laughing or not laughing: can we laugh about everything? 

• Laughing at and laughing with: humor as social marker, a tool of exclusion or inclusion. 

• Political laughter: humor as a weapon of subversion. 

• Provoking laughter: the tools of the comic, literary and linguistic mechanisms. 

• Out-of-sync laughter: laughing as a response to a tense, tragic or dangerous situation. 

• Uncontrolled and disarming laughter: laughter as an uncontrolled reaction, as a way 

to diffuse tension, to restore balance or signal a transition, from one mood to another. 

We welcome submissions in French or English. Please note that papers will not exceed 20 

minutes. Please submit your abstracts (300 words) and a brief biographical note (150 words) 

before February 1st 2026 to laboratoire.ovale@gmail.com. Individual contributions are 

welcome, as well as contributions from several authors. We strongly encourage PhD 

candidates and early career researchers to participate. 

OVALE Laboratoire Junior – VALE: Voix Anglophone, Littérature, Esthétique, 

https://ovale.hypotheses.org/ 

Bibliographie/Bibliography: 

Baridon Laurent et Martial Guédron, L’Art et l’histoire de la caricature, Paris, Citadelles & Mazenod, 2006. 

Bergson Henri, Le Rire. Essai sur la signification du comique, Paris : PUF (1900, série d’articles parus en 1899). 

Destrée, Pierre, and Franco V. Trivigno. Laughter, Humor, and Comedy in Ancient Philosophy. Oxford University 

Press, 2019. 

Freud Sigmund, Le Mot d’esprit et sa relation à l’inconscient (1905). trad. D. Messier, Paris: Folio-Essais, 1988. 

– L’Inquiétante étrangeté, trad. B. Féron, Paris : Folio Essais, 1985. 

Hutcheon, Linda. Irony’s Edge: The Theory and Politics of Irony. Routledge, 2005. 

Mazzocconi, Chiara, et al. “What’s Your Laughter Doing There? A Taxonomy of the Pragmatic Functions of 

Laughter.” IEEE Transactions on Affective Computing, vol. 13, no. 3, 2022, pp. 1302–21, 

https://doi.org/10.1109/TAFFC.2020.2994533. 

mailto:laboratoire.ovale@gmail.com
https://ovale.hypotheses.org/
https://doi.org/10.1109/TAFFC.2020.2994533


Nohejl, Regine, et Elisabeth Cheauré. Humour and Laughter in History: Transcultural Perspectives. Transcript 

Verlag, 2014. Historische Lebenswelten in Populären Wissenskulturen, vol. 15 vol. 15. 

Oveis, Christopher, et al. « Laughter conveys status ». Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, vol. 65, juillet 

2016, p. 109-15, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jesp.2016.04.005. 

Sundén, Jenny, et Susanna Paasonen. Who’s Laughing Now? Feminist Tactics in Social Media. The MIT Press, 

2020. 

Wright, Thomas. A History of Caricature and Grotesque in Literature and Art. Frederick Ungar Publishing, 1968. 

____________________________________________________ 

 

Members’ New Publications 

Reza Arab and Heather Anderson. 2025. Situational irony in Australian prison radio: humour 

as a tool for coping and resistance. Media International Australia, published online, 8 

December. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1329878X251403575 

Barbara Plester. 2026. “Can office culture survive the work-from-home revolution? Yes, but 

you can’t force the fun.” The Conversation, 5 January 2026. https://theconversation.com/can-

office-culture-survive-the-work-from-home-revolution-yes-but-you-cant-force-the-fun-

269702 

____________________________________________________ 

 

New European Journal of Humour Research Issue 

Dear Readers: 

The European Journal of Humour Research has just published its latest issue at 

https://dbpinterface.europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr. We invite you to review the Table of 

Contents here and then visit our web site to review articles and items of interest. 

Thanks for the continuing interest in our work, 

Editor Władysław Chłopicki 

____________________________________________________ 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jesp.2016.04.005
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https://theconversation.com/can-office-culture-survive-the-work-from-home-revolution-yes-but-you-cant-force-the-fun-269702
https://dbpinterface.europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr
https://dbpinterface.europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/issue/view/52


The Humour Studies Digest 

The Australasian Humour Studies Network (AHSN) 

‘We put the “U” back into “HUMOUR”!’ 

Send your Digest Submissions to our Editor, Geoffrey Lee at: 

geoffrey.lee1@sydney.edu.au,  

…or to our veteran Co-Editor Jessica at Jessica.davis@sydney.edu.au. 

To Subscribe or unsubscribe, visit the AHSN Web site at http://ahsnhumourstudies.org/ 

Follow us on our social media sites. 
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