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Latest Update
From our Second Conference Co-convenor
Kia ora tatou!

When very politely asked if he could please contribute another blurb for the newsletter to
extol the virtues of our wonderful city and remind you all to register, Stephen developed a
worrying twitch in his eye — so | figured it was probably time | stepped up and did some
work to justify my name on all the promotional material.

As a proud lifelong Wellingtonian (1983-2000, 2006, 2017-present), it will be my pleasure
to help host you all in your visit to Te Upoko o te lka a Maui (Wellington and region). Our
conference will be held in the beautifully functional Rutherford House, Vic Uni's campus
for those who don't want to have to walk up the hill (to main campus).

We've actually arranged the whole event so you won't need to walk up a hill at all if you
don't want to, which is something of a small miracle in Wellington, for which you should
probably thank Lydia (third Co-conference Convenor). She's sorted a special rate at the
Ibis Hotel if you really want to stay on the flat, or the Sofitel will provide a gentle introduction



to local topography. It'll also put you right in amongst the bureaucrats in the morning AND
you can walk through Parliament Grounds to get to the conference, which is pretty sweet.

We're currently hard at work on the program, but it isn't quite finished yet, so in the absence
of anything intellectual to tempt you, | figured I'd provide some suggestions for what you
might do when you get a bit bored of everyone and try and quietly slip away for a session
or two.

Rutherford House is centrally located in what | like to think of as the boring end of town,
which is where the public servants and politicians work. | don't normally get to come down
this end of town, so it's all very exciting.

First things first. For the thirsty and historically-minded alike among you, the closest spot
for a pint is the Thistle Inn: one of the contenders for oldest pub in New Zealand. Local
legend has it that the Ngati Toa Rangatira (military leader), Te Rauparaha, used to pull up
his waka on the shore outside to stop in for a drink. He could do this, because before 1876
everything between the Thistle and the harbour was under water, including the land where
we'll be having our conference, until the proud people of Wellington dumped a whole bunch
of dirt into the harbour so there was somewhere flat to build the city.

It's best not to think about it too much, especially if there's an earthquake. We get lots of
those, but nothing has slid into the sea. Not yet at least. This may also be relevant when
choosing your hotel, but | wouldn't worry too much. The odds of us vanishing into the
harbour while you're here are minimal (but not zero!)

That said, if we do all end up in the water, it shouldn't be too bad in February. Check the
weather before you come, but if it's looking warm (it's relative, be polite), I'd recommend
you bring your togs and jandals (please respect our local language), as you can walk round
the waterfront from the conference venue to Oriental Bay, which is a lovely spot for a swim,
and there's not a single thing in there that'll kill you.

If you're less aquatically inclined, may | suggest a wander up Cuba Street to sample coffee
and craft beer, an afternoon at Te Papa, the museum of New Zealand (foreign visitors now
have to pay a fee, but because we're so meek, no one will ask you if you're from overseas,
so if you're dishonest or poor, you can probably just saunter in and further contribute to
the slow collapse of our economy) or a trip over to Zealandia, which | think is the world's
biggest urban wildlife sanctuary something something.

Or partake of our local democracy with a tour of parliament, which is just over the road.
I'm not sure it's open in February though, so maybe check a Lonely Planet or something
(do they still exist?) Seriously though, as a lifelong booster of this city (even in the 1990s
before it was cool, and now, after its cool?) I'm happy to give out travel recommendations.

Best wishes, Nick

Reminders & Schedule overview



Now that Nick has got that out of his system, we remaining Co-Convenors can give you
some more information about the conference but first we have to remind you that
registration is open (see below)!

Don’t forget your travel to NZ has prior electronic registration requirements as outlined in
earlier Digests. Details on the Conference and AHSN Events page websites along with
accommodation options and access to the special hotel offers
( and )

We really look forward to seeing everyone here, but understand sometimes plans go afoul.
Please just let us know if you can no longer make it to give your paper. This is because
we actually do have a plan, and are going to release a preliminary schedule soon. We can
however give you a broad overview of the structure, to help you plan on whether you can
sleep in. But we do have a pretty full schedule and want you to anticipate three relatively
busy days. If you know you cannot present on a certain day, please let us know ASAP
(contacts below).

Day 1, Feb 11 (8.30 — 17.00)

e Registration

e Morning tea, afternoon tea, lunch
e Conference opening

e Concurrent sessions

e Special panel

e Evening welcome reception

Day 2, Feb 12 (9.00 — 17.00)

¢ Morning tea, afternoon tea, lunch
e Special panel

e (lots of) Concurrent sessions

o Keynote

e Conference Dinner

Day 3, Feb 13 (9.00 — 17.00)

e Morning tea, afternoon tea, lunch
e Concurrent sessions

e Keynote

e Closing ceremony

e AHSN board meeting

Registration Information

Registration must be completed by all attendees, including scholarship winners (for whom
there is a scholarship button). There are early bird and concessional rates for students


https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/
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and the unwaged. Please visit the AHSN website Conference page to register and pay at:
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1471170

Photos (!)

In the last AHSN Digest, Stephen promised photos, so we thought it would be nice to show
you all what it’s like to work at a university in Wellington (up the hill, that is).

£ S 4 ,

The view from Nick’s office /freelance podcasting station, located at Massey University in an area called
Mt. Cook, a bit south east-ish of the Wellington CBD. This is where he tried to bring you in 2021 (our Covid
AHSN). I'll let you be the judge as to whether you missed anything.

The view from Stephen’s office, located at Victoria University up o the main Kelburn campus. Kelburn sits
on a hill that looks down onto the city (metaphor intended). | could lie to you and say that my window is
looking generally into the same direction as Nick’s, but actually it's pointed north-ish, and almost directly at
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the AHSN2026 conference venue (not the harbour, but a building near it). Please note the lichen on the
neighbouring roof is structural.

Nick (L) and Stephen (R) “planning” the conference. If you look closely you can see that Nick wrote “put all
the linguists in the back room”. Stephen added the Breaking Bad filter for some reason — no connection at
all. (We're also just piggybacking off Lydia’s hard work).

From the AHSN2026 Conference Committee

Dr Stephen Skalicky, Victoria University of Wellington
Assoc./Prof. Nicholas Holm, Massey University, Wellington
Lydia N. C. Chan, Victoria University of Wellington

General Inquiries: siephen.skalicky@vuw.ac.nz

Website: https://ahsnhumourstudies.org/annual-conference/

Message from the Chair of the AHSN Board

Appointment of New Digest Editor

There have been some recent developments behind the scenes concerning the Digest
and we are sorry to announce that Lucien Leon recently decided to step down as
Editor. | speak for the Board, and indeed all AHSN Digest readers, when | thank Lucien
immensely for all his help and his expert editing in recent years. It has been an absolute
pleasure to work with him in this role and we wish him well. We look forward to continuing
to count him among our AHSN members!
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Geoffrey (who is very excited to be Av;/orklng with Jessica on the Digest!)

The good news is that Geoffrey Lee, who has been working with Lucien as Assistant Editor
(and indeed Acting Editor for the last few issues), has agreed to take over the role at the
unanimous invitation of the Board! Working on the valuable formats that Lucien kindly
created for us during his Editorship, Geoffrey has already made additional innovations in
recent Digests and we look forward to working with him and seeing our newsletter evolve
further under his Editorship. Please join me in welcoming Geoffrey to the AHSN Board
in his new role as Digest Editor!

On that positive note, the Board wishes all AHSN members all the best for the end of the
year - however you may spend it - and we look forward to seeing many of you in Wellington
next February as we gather for AHSN2026!

Kerry

Assoc. Prof. Kerry Mullan

Chair of the AHSN Board

Global and Language Studies, RMIT University




Obituary for Famed Satirical Playwright, Tom Stoppard
(1937-2025)

From AHSN Member, Dr Fergus Edwards

A young Tom Stoppard won his first Tony Award in 1968 for ‘Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead'’.
(Photo: Wikimedia Commons)

It's a little odd, when the playwright whose work you've been studying dies. | never met
Tom Stoppard. He seems to have been a genuinely kind, caring human being, which is
always a loss; he was also an 88-year old chain-smoker, so it was perhaps not a surprise.
The first email arrived from friends, offering condolences; the next arrived from a
colleague, "Your time has come...". The best email turned out to be from The
Conversation, inviting me to write this article as it is not just another obituary. It was a
pleasure to spend a Sunday writing about what Stoppard's plays have done, and will
continue to do, for their audiences. | hope you enjoy the result.

Stoppard said that he set 'ambushes' for the audience, in part so that the plays would be
memorable. One form of ambush that he used was humour. Another technique, used most
famously at the end of his breakout play Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead (1966),
was to end a line mid-

For the obituary itself, see:




Fergus Edwards, University of Tasmania, obituarist and Stoppard scholar

Announcing The HUMLIT Project

From Wiadystaw Chtopicki, Jagiellonian University

Among the highlights of the 2025 ISHS Conference in Krakow, Poland was a session
dedicated to current humour research projects, including HUMLIT Project (2025-2028), or
more fully: ‘Developing Humour Literacy: Analysing Production, Content and Reception of
Humour to Bring Positive Change in the Public Sphere’.

HUMLIT is a Horizon Europe funded initiative coordinated by Wtadystaw Chtopicki
(Jagiellonian University, Krakow), past President of ISHS and the convener of the 2025
ISHS Conference. The project brings together a diverse consortium of academic and
cultural partners from across Europe, with the aim of investigating humor in intercultural
dialogue, education, media, and everyday interactions. Its goal is to foster humor literacy
as a tool for strengthening social bonds, reducing prejudice, and improving communication
across cultural and linguistic boundaries.

The HUMLIT team consists of scholars, practitioners, and cultural institutions working
jointly on a range of activities: conducting interviews with humor creators and audiences,
exploring humor practices in different cultural contexts, developing coding schemes for
qualitative analysis, and preparing educational materials for teachers. The project
emphasizes outreach, translating academic findings into accessible formats that promote
humour as a force for inclusion in society.

The 2025 ISHS Conference session provided an opportunity to present the project to the
international humor research community. Several ISHS members make up the HUMLIT
project team, including current ISHS President Liisi Laineste and ISHS Conference
Convener and Prior President Wtadystaw Chtopicki. The team also includes present and



past Society Board members Dorota Brzozowska and Villy Tsakona as well as several
current ISHS members. The inclusion of so many ISHS members highlights the close
connection between the Society and this ambitious international effort.

The discussion in Krakow underscored the significance of humor literacy as a timely and
socially relevant research agenda. As the project progresses, HUMLIT will continue to
share its findings and engage with both academic and non-academic audiences,
strengthening the role of humour studies.

For more information, visit the HUMLIT website at

2026 Conference announcements
Reminder: 2026 ISHS Conference

From Joao Paulo Capelotti, Federal Fluminense University,
Brazil

The 36th Conference of the International Society for Humor Studies will take place from
July 6 to July 10, 2026 at the Federal Fluminense University, in Niteroi, Brazil. The
Conference organizers will be Viktor Chagas and Jodo Paulo Capelotti. The Conference
website, with information about registration, the schedule and the call for papers, will come
online in Fall 2025 and will be announced on the and through the ISHS
members’ listserv.

Details will also be announced in future issues of the AHSN Digest.
52nd Annual Meeting of the Association for the Study of Play

Georgetown, Texas, February 26—March 1, 2026

The 52nd Annual Meeting of The Association for the Study of Play will take place at
Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas, from February 26 to March 1, 2026. The
theme of the conference is Imagining Futures through Play, and the call for papers
deadline is October 5, 2025. For more information, visit the TASP conference page at

15th Humor Research Conference

Online from Commerce, Texas, February 26—March 1, 2026

The 15th Humor Research Conference will be held online from March 6 to 8, 2026. The
conference will include an opening session and reception, paper sessions, panels,


https://humorstudies.org/
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posters, and workshops. Paper submissions should be sent to by
November 15, 2025. For more information, contact the Conference Organizers at
or visit the Conference website at

39th Conference of the Association for Applied and
Therapeutic Humor

San Diego, California, May 14-17, 2026

The theme of the 39th AATH Conference will be On the Edge: Humor in the Hard Places,
and the Call for Papers deadline is October 31, 2025. Conference discounts are available
to ISHS members. For more information, visit the AATH Conference page at

Members’ New Publications

Fergus Edwards. 2025. ‘It's wanting to know that makes us matter’: How Tom Stoppard
made us all philosophers. The  Conversation, 1 December  2025.

Kerry Mullan. 2025. #staystrongmelbs: Collective identity unleashed by an earthquake.
Punctum, 11(1): 55-178.

Call for Papers for an Edited Volume

“Ethnic humour in the 21st century: Sociopolitical values and
new geographies”

Overview

Modern day challenges of the western world such as racism, call for political correctness,
social equality and justice, to name a few, have all had significant effect on social, political
and scientific discourses on humour at large. Spearheaded by western humour
scholarship, the current research on humour focuses on racist humour (an indiscriminate
umbrella term for almost all disparagement humour), while ethnic humour is pushed to the
margins of research interest.

Moreover, critical humour studies have approached ethnic humour as euphemism of racist
humour that overlooks the discriminatory content of what is known as ethnic humour.
Empirically grounded on Western capitalist racialized societies, this tradition overlooks,
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inter alia, the fact that not all societies have the same understanding of race, ethnicity and
humour.

In consequence, debates on the idiosyncratic aspects of ethnic humour such as its
particular difference from other types of disparagement humour and its trans-genre
character (manifesting in several genres like verbal and visual jokes, memes, or stand up),
its social effects and responses, its genuine relation with specific socio-historical
circumstances, and its relation to ethnic and national identities, are next to none. A fully
fledged discussion on the current socio-political value and effects of ethnic humour is yet
to be developed. At the same time, ethnic humour traditions from different geographies
(such as Africa, Asia, South America or Southern Europe) are still to be heard.

Bearing this in mind, the special issue “Ethnic humour in the 21st century” edited by
Aleksandar Takovski & Guillem Castafiar tends to re-invigorate ethnic humour research
by addressing previously unaddressed issues. In so doing, this volume strives to a) study
ethnic humour vis-a-vis current social, political and humour trends, b) study novel ethnic
material, b) expand Davies’ universalist perspective (1998; 2002) by adding new empirical
material grounded in ethnically specific contexts, and d) motivate future research.

Themes and Topics

e “Ethnic humour in the 21st century” welcomes contributions from diverse areas of
study, including but not limited to sociology, anthropology, political science,
linguistics, folkloristic, ethnology, media studies, that address some of the following
issues:

e Linguistic, socio-pragmatic and political specifics of ethnic humour;

e The different understandings and responses to ethnic humour vis-a-vis racist
humour across different political cultures and geographies;

¢ Understanding of ethnicity in humour research: ethnic humour and ethnic identity,
ethnic humour and popular taste of humour; ethnic humour and specific ethnic
contexts, ethnic humour and political structures;

e Social effects and consequences of ethnic humour, with a focus on non-racialized
societies;

e Ethnic humour across genres (jokes, memes, TV satire) and national states, with a
focus on media relevant differences and their effects on the audience;

e Understudied areas of ethnic humour and regional comparison (Africa, Asia, South
America, Southern Europe).

Submission Guidelines

Prospective authors should e-mail the following to the guest editors at:
and

o Title
e 250-word abstract
e 5 keywords
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¢ Names, affiliations, e-mail addresses, and biographies (up to 250 words) of all co-
authors

Manuscript Length

Authors of accepted abstracts will be invited to submit a full article (6.000 — 8.000 words)
that must follow the EJHR style sheet available at:
. Submissions that pass an
informal internal review by the guest editors will undergo external double-blind review
conducted by the journal, with authors of accepted papers invited to submit a final, revised
version of their manuscript.

Important Dates: (subject to adjustment)

e 1 December 2025: Abstract submission deadline 20 December 2025: NEW
Abstract submission deadline

1 January 2026: Acceptance notifications for abstracts

1 June 2026: Paper submission deadline

1 September 2026: Acceptance notifications for papers

1 December 2026: Deadline for submission of revised papers

June/ July 2027: Publication of special issue

About the Journal

The European Journal of Humour Research (EJHR) is a peer-reviewed quarterly journal
with an international, multidisciplinary editorial board. EJHR covers the full range of work
being done on all aspects of humour and intends to respond to the important changes that
have affected the study of humour. Consequently, EJHR is committed to theoretical
openness characterized by the intent to publish a wide range of critical approaches,
alongside the encouragement and development of innovative work that contains a
transdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary focus. For more information, see

Guest editors

Aleksandar Takovski
Guillem Castanar Rubio



https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/ejhr/about/submissions
https://europeanjournalofhumour.org/

New Journal Special Issue on Humour

“Humor as resemiotization”, Punctum, Vol. 11 (1), 2025,
edited by Villy Tsakona & Jan Chovanec

Humor as
Resemiotization

Available at https://punctum.gr/

Articles

Semiotics of humor: Unraveling the dynamics of resemiotization, Jan Chovanec and
Villy Tsakona, pp. 5-27

“Who to save?”: Towards a social critique of antiracist (?) humorous criticism,
Argiris Archakis and Villy Tsakona, pp. 29-50

Humorous self-censorship strategies on YouTube: semiotic structure and social-
semiotic functions, Alexander Brock & Merle Willenberg, pp. 51-72

Pastand present clashes as a source of humor, Dorota Brzozowska and Wladyslaw
Chlopicki, pp. 73-93

Nineteenth-century Romanian cartoons on freedom of expression, Mihaela-Viorica
Constantinescu, pp. 95-113

Counterspeech humor for discursive justice, Saleta de Salvador Agra, pp. 115-133

A literary character as a humorous meme: A semiotic perspective, Inna Merkoulova,
pp. 135-154

#staystrongmelbs: Collective identity unleashed by an earthquake, Kerry Mullan,
pp. 155-178

The semiotics of barzelletie in Veneto, Northern ltaly, Sabina M. Perrino, pp. 179-
200
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, Ksenia Shilikhina, pp. 201-

219
, Riitta-Liisa Valijarvi & Lily Kahn,

pp. 221-240

Reviews

, Bianca Alecu, pp. 241-249
, Mary Bairaktari, pp. 251-255

Lucile Desblache, pp. 257-260
, Konstantinos Michos, pp. 261-265

Tiziana Migliore, pp. 267-274

Sebastian Moreno, pp. 275-279

New Book on Linguistics and Stand-up Comedy

Lorenzo Logi. 2025. Characters and Surprises in Stand-up
Comedy. A Linguistic Exploration of How Comedians Use
Impersonation and Expectation to Create Humour.
Bloomsbury Studies in Systemic Functional Linguistics.
London: Bloomsbury Academic. 288pp. 10 B&W illus. ISBN:
9781350448391.
https:/lwww.bloomsbury.com/au/author/lorenzo-logi/

Characters and Surprises in
Stand-up Comedy
A Linguistic Exp

sloration of How Come
e Impersor and Expectation to
Create Humour
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Publisher’s description

This book employs a social semiotic methodology to investigate how comedians
use impersonation and expectation to create humour in stand-up comedy. It
advances the linguistic cartography of how meaning-making resources contribute to
humour in interactive humour genres. Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) underpins the
book's approach and is integrated with recent work on multimodality and paralanguage as
well as humour studies.

The author develops a consolidated analytical framework for identifying and analysing the
intermodal semiotic resources that contribute to impersonation and expectation in humour
including gesture and voice quality — paralinguistic resources vital but underexplored in
humorous texts. The framework is then applied through close discourse analysis of
excerpts from three stand-up comedy texts by different comedians: Ricky Gervais, Eddie
Izzard and Michelle Wolf. The findings outline typical and more complex realisations of
intermodal impersonation, differentiate categories in how comedians employ
impersonation to create humour, and describe how linguistic expectation can be
established and subverted for humorous effect. These findings will be of interest to readers
across the disciplines of linguistics, humour studies and multi/intermodality who are
interested in the interaction between paralanguage, expectation and the negotiation of
values so as to establish and maintain social relationships.

Author’s Bionote

Lorenzo Logi is a Sessional Academic at The University of Sydney, the University of New
South Wales and Macquarie University, Australia.
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